Tuberculous osteomyelitis presenting as shoulder pain.
A case of tuberculous osteomyelitis of the proximal humerus is described. The relevant literature is reviewed with attention to epidemiologic data. Issues highlighted include the frequent presentation in a subacute course without systemic illness; the value of plain radiography and especially magnetic resonance imaging; the importance of obtaining a tissue diagnosis; and the high rate of cure with medical therapy. Although rare in Western countries, skeletal tuberculosis is not uncommon in endemic areas and in migrants from such areas. With the growing use of biologic therapies, rheumatologists must be familiar with the diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis in all its forms.